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Tonight’s order of worship is an adapted version of the historic rite called Compline.  It is the final  service of the 
day before one retires for the night.  This is a time for prayer and meditation.  The believer finds peace in God’s 
forgiveness and security under the shadow of His wings. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
  
M: Blessed are You, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, Creator of the changes of day and night, giving 

rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, giving us reason to sing in the 
evening.  As You have protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the coming night.  
Keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear, for You are our light and salvation and the 
strength of our life.  To You be the glory for endless ages. 

C: Amen. 
 
OPENING RESPONSES 
  
M: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
C:  Amen.   
 
M:  It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
C:  To sing praise to Your Name, O Most High; 
  
M:  To herald Your love in the morning, 
C:  Your truth at the close of day. 
  
M:  Jesus, remember me when you come into Your kingdom. 
C: Jesus, remember me when you come into Your kingdom. 
 
OPENING HYMN #120  What Wondrous Love Is This? 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
M: Dear friends, let us confess our sins in the presence of God and one another. 
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
A moment of silence for self-examination 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
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PASSION HISTORY 
 

Plot, Passover, and Lord’s Supper        Luke 22:1-38 
 

Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they 
were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And 
Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them 
how he might betray Jesus. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 He 
consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was 
present. 7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the 
Passover.” 9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.  10 He replied, “As you enter 
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 
11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may 
eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. 
Make preparations there.” 13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 
prepared the Passover. 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 

And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 

For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 17 After 
taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I 
will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took 
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him 
who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been 
decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him.” 23 They began to question among themselves 
which of them it might be who would do this. 24 Also a dispute arose among them as to which 
of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it 
over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But 
you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and 
the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table 
or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who 
serves. 28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, 
just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has 
asked to sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied, “Lord, I am 
ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the 
rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.” 35 Then Jesus asked them, 
“When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?” “Nothing,” they 
answered. 36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you 
don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 37 It is written: ‘And he was numbered with 
the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about 
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me is reaching its fulfillment.” 38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”  “That is 
enough,” he replied.  

 
HYMN #110 My Song Is Love Unknown 
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SERMON John 13:31-35 
Love One Another 

 
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 
32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 33 

“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 
Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.  34 “A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  

 
PRAYERS 
  
M: Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this night, 
C: So that we who are wearied by the changes and chaos of this fleeting world may rest in 

Your eternal changelessness. 
  
M: O God our Father, by Your mercy and might, the world turns safely into darkness and returns 

again to light. 
C:  We place into Your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our 

unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what You bless will prosper. 
 
M: To Your great love and protection we commit each other and all those we love, 
C:  Knowing that You alone are our sure Defender.  
  
M: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who watch or work or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. 
C: Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, pity the afflicted, soothe the suffering, bless the 

dying – all for Your love’s sake. 
 
M:  Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, 
C:  That awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
  
M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit,     

bless us and keep us this night and always. 
C: Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN #593 Now the Light Has Gone Away 

 


